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Good news again, 100 members present for April, that's 3 months in a row with over 100 members present.  Thanks 
everyone.  Bee hives are exploding, populations are booming. Nectar is being stored everywhere.  It is past time to be 
putting on your supers.   Also, be on the lookout for swarms. 

 

If you haven't been on our new Internet forum you are missing a great chance to explore beekeeping.  You may go to 
ETBA.info for access. DO IT.  YOU'LL LIKE IT!  We would appreciate you registering on the forum and adding some  
stories, questions or pictures to help us get it going. We have several beekeepers from other Texas clubs who have  
become regular posters.  It is always good to share information with beekeepers from other areas. 

 

Christi Baughman will be our program speaker this month, sharing her knowledge about beekeeping plants.  Christi is a 
member of the Trinity Valley Beekeepers Association.  She is well known for her knowledge of  the relationship of 
plants and beekeeping.  Christi frequently shares her program with a varied audience, including speaking recently at 
the North Texas chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program.   

 
 

Remember we had to change this meeting from May 6th to May 13th, same time, same place. 

 

IMPORTANT  
 

MAY MEETING ON 

MAY 13! 

 

TJC West Campus —  Room 104 

1530 West Loop 323 S SW 

 

6:45 PM 
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 HONEY QUEEN  REPORT  By Vi Bourns            
                  
 
Hello Everyone, this month Queen Kellie, Princess Margaret, and one of our scholarship students, Savannah Ross, have 
written reports for the newsletter.   Savannah’s report is on page 4. 

 

 

From Queen Kellie: 
I reported last month about my cooking demonstration at 
the Honey Bee Festival at Breedlove's Nursery in Tyler but 
have a few points of interest for you. While there I met a 
young member of the Breedlove family who told me all 

about the family business 
in exchange for some 
honey bars. Needless to 
say, I did have some trou-
ble keeping Mr. Andrew 
out of the Honey Bars. 
One of the customers 
happens to be the re-

porter who wrote the story about Mr. Dick and I remov-
ing a large hive of bees from a fifty-five gallon barrel for 
the Tyler Morning Telegraph last year. It amazes me how 
many people I run into that have listened to me talk 
about my admiration for the honey bee and also become 
fascinated with them. 
The last of March I spoke to 175 elementary students in 
Canton.  The children already knew enough about bees to 
ask good questions. It was a special day for me also be-
cause both of my speech teachers were there from past  
4-H speaking competitions as was my 4-H county agent 
and Ms. Vi, who brought an observation hive that excited 
them all. The only time they were quiet was when they 
were all holding their breath listening for the gentle hum 
of the bees buzzing. 
April has been a busy time 
even though colder than 
usual, but May means lots of 
wildflowers for our little 
friends. 
April 18th Merry Margaret 
and I joined Ms. Brenda and 
Mr. Brad Claire, Ms. Vi and Mr. Dick, Ms. Cecelia and Mr. 
Dan Eudy for Earth Day at Camp Tyler. Much to every-
one's surprise, it was cold 
and rainy with a cold wind 
blowing. Despite the weather 
we had lots of  people stop 
by to ask about the honey 
bees. Mr. Aerts brought his 
wildflower seed and some  

 
skeps which drew lots of ques-
tions and Bekah brought a pol-
lination display. 
April 21, I was at Mineola Ele-
mentary teaching 110 primary 
school children who were also 
pretty smart. Again, I was invited because of a past inter-
view with the 4-H Wood County extension agent. The 4-H 
program can open a lot of doors down the road for young 
adults. 
April 24th, I represented you at the Bluebird festival in 
Wills Point along with  Gloria Harmon, the Brantleys, 
Knights, Burfoots, Mr. Dick and Ms. Vi.  Mr. Dick and I had 
the privilege of drawing the raffle tickets that Mr. Burfoot 
sold to give away four 
quarts of honey brought by 
Ms. Gloria . 
It is truly a blessing for me 
to be able to share the art 
of beekeeping with people 
and represent you, the 
members of ETBA. I am 
looking forward to many more events in the coming  
months. 

From Princess Merry Margaret: 

 On March 27th, I went to the Blooming Festival in Grand 
Saline and gave my first cooking demonstration.  I pre-
pared my Chocolate Honey Almond Truffles at noon and 
again later that day. To my surprise, I enjoyed it. At first I 
was nervous but with Ms. Vi, my mom, and the other 
beekeepers there to support me, I was more comfort-
able. 

On April 18th,  I 
joined Queen 
Kellie and others 
in our booth at 
Camp Tyler Earth 
Day.    We had a  
lot of visitors, 
particularly kids, 
that were inter-
ested in our bee 
displays. 
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 Spring Things 

 

If you aren’t happy in springtime, then you will not be happy the rest of the year.  
Today is a beautiful spring day with flowers blooming, trees leafing out, birds singing 
and bees buzzing.  It is impossible for me to be unhappy on a day like this.  The light 
sweet smell of the flowers mixed with the cool, moist, green scent of new leaves and 
grass fills every corner of my being.  As I watch the bees work the dewberry bushes 
and red clover while the sheep calmly munch the new growth and the cows lie in the 
sun contentedly chewing their cud, I feel that all is right with the world. 
 

My supers are on and I have checked to see the first cells of soon-to-be honey.  Pollen is blanketing every surface 
turning them into a lovely shade of sap green.  As a beekeeper this makes me happy but as a father with an allergic 
son I have mixed feelings.  My philosophy is that he is young and he will work through the allergies so I feed him 
honey hoping the lore is true.   If it isn’t, then at least the remedy is sweet and not cod liver oil!  When I was a kid, my 
grandfather would make up the most horrendous concoctions to treat everything.  I don’t know if it was to scare me 
out of being sick or to actually treat the affliction, but either way it stopped me from complaining! 
 

The swarm season is off to a slow start for me this spring.  To date I have only had two swarm calls and one removal 
from a plastic trash can.  One of the swarms was buried in the crown of a holly tree at the entrance of a local restau-
rant.  The foliage had been pruned so all the branches swept down from the crown and I could not get to the bees 
without removing the entire top of the tree, thus ruining its carefully sculpted shape.  So I tried a different approach.  
It was a smallish swarm, so first I shook the branches and scooped as many bees as possible into a hive box and 
closed it up.   Then, I placed the box several feet away on the nearby rooftop to see what would happen.  The re-
maining bees appeared to be moving toward the box and trying to enter so I cracked the opening and left them alone 
for two hours. When I returned they were all in the hive body so I closed the entrance and took them home.  My 
daughter, Katie, and I checked on them this morning and they are still in the box and already making comb.  Katie 
was amazed at how much burr comb they had made after only twelve hours.  We could not see the queen but I will 
check them again tomorrow and see if she is visible. I will re-queen her with a cell from Mike Rappazzo so I am not 
overly concerned if she did not make the trip to our farm.  This swarm will not produce honey this season but Katie 
will be able to see how they grow and build over the coming year. 
 
By the way, I put this swarm into a hive box that 
Katie had painted a lovely (and very visible!) tur-
quoise blue (see my previous article about using 
mis-tints).  If you drive by my pasture you will see it 
sitting proudly on the grassy knoll along with the 
other white boxes.  We are very colorful here at 
WakeField Farm! 
 
Enjoy your spring and best of luck to all with the 
honey flow.  I look forward to seeing everyone on 
the SECOND Thursday in May at TJC. 
 
 

President’s Letter  by Andrew Bellefeuille 
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 ETBA Summer Clinic and Picnic 

 
WHERE:  Camp Tyler 

 

WHEN:  Saturday May 15th 
 

CATERED BAR-B-QUE, $7.00 PER PLATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Summer Clinic will cover Beekeeping Techniques, 

Bee Equipment, Swarm Removal, Bee-attracting plants 

and flowers, and beekeeping information sharing. 

 

This will be an excellent opportunity for new beekeepers 

to discuss issues with experienced beekeepers. 

 

Final details will be discussed at the May meeting. 

 

From our scholarship student: 

  

Hi, my name is Savannah Ross and I am a new member of the ETBA. I am one of the 
eleven scholarship students taking Mr. Counts class. My mentor is Mr. Mike Lenamond. 

This past week Mr. Mike got a call about some bees that were in a shed, first we went to 
see what we would have to do to remove it.  We could see through a hole in the wall 
where the bees were going in and out. We went back the next day to remove the hive.  In 
the beginning it was a little scary. The bees were flying around my head and I could have 
sworn a bee was right next to my ear. However, after the initial shock, it was a lot of fun. 

Mr. Mike showed me the difference between the worker cell and a drone cell. There was 
a lot of capped brood and honey.  Kelly and I ate some of the honey. It was really good. 
 It was about 9:00 and too dark to do anything, so I spent the night with the Lenamonds. 
The next day Rebecca, Carrie, and I put the bees into a hive after we took the comb and 
rubber banded it in the frames. Mr. Mike said that by the time that the bees ate away the 
rubber bands the comb would be attached.  We were able to fill one deep super with 
brood and pollen and had three frames of honey. It was a lot of fun and very, very  
interesting. I love getting to be able to work with the bees and I learned a lot. 

            A FEW MORE THOUGHTS FROM MR. COUNTS  
Our club was well represented at the  Wills Point Bluebird Festival on April 24.   Fifteen ETBA 
members worked our booth .  The crew  included John & Shirley Knight, Charles & Boots Burfoot, 
Stanford & Mary Jo Brantley, Dan & Cecelia Eudy, Joe Mekalip, Karen Anderson, Queen Kelli 
Lenamond, Vi Bourns, Gloria Harmon and myself.  

 

 A BIG THANKS goes out to Gloria for doing all the leg work, finding 5 gallons of honey and bot-
tling it, and making some hand cream, which was a big hit.  Gloria also furnished four quarts of 
honey for the raffle and Mr. Charles Burfoot sold a 100 tickets to the crowd.   Our booth drew a 

constant stream of people, including one couple who spent some time talking with me about becoming beekeepers. 

 

 I believe this is the 17th BLUE BIRD FESTIVAL in which we have participated. Thanks to all of you that dropped by to say 
hello. All agreed this was the best festival we have had in a long time.  If you have never been to our ETBA booth at an 
outdoor event, let me encourage you to come.  Everyone not only had a good time but we also shared the craft of  
 beekeeping with the general public. 


